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Now in a fully revised and updated edition, this comprehensive and balanced history of modern

Korea explores the social, economic, and political issues it has faced since being catapulted into the

wider world at the end of the nineteenth century.
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The first edition of Michael Seth&#39;s A History of Korea became a benchmark for an overview of

Korean history in English. Now bigger and better, it promises to become a standard for Korean

history in any language. (John Lie, University of California, Berkeley)In this highly readable text,

Michael Seth scores a number of important achievements. He explains the transitions in Korean

history in a clear manner and proposes answers to questions that historians have long grappled

with. In updating his earlier work, Seth cites the most recent research, adds a section on Korea from

a global perspective, and also provides a primary source entry for each chapter, enabling students

to look at original documents. This is an excellent text that includes all the essential information any

undergraduate would need.  (Edward Shultz, emeritus, University of Hawaii at Manoa)Michael

Seth&#39;s book provides a clear and accessible survey of Korean history, deftly covering all of the

key topics that should be included in a course on the subject. I would highly recommend it to

anybody looking to gain a stronger understanding of the historical development of Korea. (Gregg

Brazinsky, George Washington University)Now in a fully revised and updated edition, this

comprehensive and balanced history of modern Korea explores the social, economic, and political



issues it has faced since being catapulted into the wider world at the end of the nineteenth century.

Considering the radically different and historically unprecedented trajectories of the two Koreas,

Seth assesses the insights they offer for understanding not only modern Korea but the broader

perspective of world history. All readers looking for a balanced, knowledgeable history will be richly

rewarded with this clear and cogent book.

Michael J. Seth is professor of history, James Madison University.

I much enjoyed this summary of modern Korean history. The author skillfully compares political,

economic, and social history of the two Koreas since the second world war, and the reader can

understand how and why the two nations took different courses. The section on Japan's colonial

rule from 1910 to 1945 was also well executed. I especially appreciated the objective viewpoint of

the author, which was free of political bias, both from an American (and as far as I can tell) and

Korean viewpoints.
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